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KHALED HANAfi PARTICIPATES IN THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSIEES OF THE JERUSALEM EMPOWERMENT FUND IN RIYADH:
I Wz ARE CONSIDERING EStABLISHING A SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY PROGRAM TOWARDS JERUSALEM THROUGH A CHARITABLE SHARE OR
ENDOWMENT AND CIRCULATING IT TO THE UNIONS AND MEMBERS OF THE ARAB CHAMBERS

The Secretary-General of the Union of
Arab Chambers, Dr. Khaled Hanafi,
participated in the meeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Jerusalem
Empowerment Fund, which was
held in Riyadh, the capital of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under
the chairmanship of the Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Fund
Prince Turki Al-Faisal, and with the
participation of His Highness Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Sabah, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Jerusalem
Endowment Fund and member of
the Administrative Committee of the
Jerusalem Empowerment Fund Munib
Rashid Al-Masri, and Chairman of
the Jordan Chamber of Commerce
Khalil Haj Tawfiq, in addition to a
wide presence of businessmen and
members of the Board of Trustees of
the Fund. ‘
The meeting discussed several
issues on the agenda, reviewed
the implementation of the Fund’s
projects in Jerusalem, and began
implementing some of them. It also
presented the programs emanating
from the “Jerusalem - Empowerment
and Sustainability” program approved
by the Council’s Administrative
Committee.

During the meetings and meetings, Dr.
Khaled Hanafi stressed, "Jerusalem is
considered a symbol and a key axis in
the Palestinian cause," pointing out
that "Palestine has been subjected to
oppression for many decades by the Israeli occupation, which is
trying to Judaize Jerusalem and strip it of its authentic Arabism."
He said: "We categorically reject the systematic and continuous
aggression that the Palestinians have been subjected to on the
Gaza Strip since October 7, 2023, as our people in the Gaza Strip
suffer from siege, killing, starvation and displacement, in light of
the suspicious global silence, which holds us a moral and moral
responsibility towards our people in Palestine, in order to support
them and work to provide the elements of their steadfastness in
their land."

The Secretary-General explained, "The Board of Directors of
the Union of Arab Chambers always includes on its agenda the
issue of supporting the Jerusalem Fund and Endowment, which
shows the vision of the Union and the private sector in the
Arab countries in clarifying the role of the Fund and its efforts
to support the city of Jerusalem steadfast in the face of Zionist
aggressions and its reconstruction.”

He pointed out that "the Union of Arab Chambers, since its
inception in 1951, in addition to its essential role in promoting
Arab economic integration, has focused most of its attention on
supporting the Palestinian cause, whether in Arab forums or in
international forums."

"We in the Union of Arab Chambers, in partnership with the
Jerusalem Empowerment Fund and the Islamic Development
Bank, are considering establishing a social responsibility
program towards Jerusalem through a charitable or endowment
share, which will be circulated to the members of the chambers,"

Hanafi said.

In turn, the Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the "Empowerment
of Jerusalem" Fund, His Highness
Prince Turki, affirmed Al-Faisal,
but Jerusalem deserves everyone's
support to empower Its people and
their stability on their land in the
face of the attempts of the occupation
to obliterate Its Arab and Islamic
identity. Stressing the need to speed
up the implementation of special
projectsin the city, which the fund is
working to implement.

The President of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce, Khalil Haj
Tawfiq, confirmed that Jordan has
a historical peculiarity towards the
Holy City based on The Hashemite
Custodianship of the Holy Places,
indicating that the service of the city
! Jerusalem is an honor for all, referring
- to His Majesty's honorable positions
In defense of Jerusalem and providing
all means of support for steadfastness
Its people on their land, and its
preservation under the operations
of Judaization and protection of the
blessed Al-Agqsa Mosque.

He valued the noble role played by the
Fund to empower Jerusalem. and its
endeavors to support the Palestinian
people to alleviate their suffering,
Through the establishment of projects,
development programs and basic
services in the Holy City.

It is worth noting that the Jerusalem Fund and Endowment is
an independent, non-profit body, established with the aim of
empowering and strengthening the steadfastness of the Palestinian
people in Jerusalem, and working to achieve development in
the various sectors in the Holy City, in a way that preserves the
national identity and Palestinian steadfastness in Jerusalem.
Since its establishment, the Jerusalem Empowerment Fund has
contributed to the implementation of many projects to achieve
the economic empowerment of Jerusalemites, through the
implementation of infrastructure projects, identity stabilization
projects, housing support, youth empowerment, reconstruction
and restoration of property, in addition to projects to sponsor
university students, projects to support the endowment of
the Arab child, and the construction of a home for the elderly
affiliated to the Red Crescent in Jerusalem, in addition to other
vital projects that help empower the people of Jerusalem and take
root in their land.

The Jerusalem Empowerment Fund falls under the umbrella
of the Islamic Development Bank. The Board of Trustees has
15 members from Jordan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Qatar, Bahrain, Tunisia and Egypt. The fund was launched in
December 2021 in partnership between the Jerusalem Fund and
Endowment and the Islamic Development Bank to contribute
to supporting the steadfastness of Jerusalemites and saving the
heritage and capabilities of their city.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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UNION OF ARAB CHAMBERS PRESENTS ITS VISIONS ON THE UNITED NATIONS GOAL 8 ON DECENT WORK AND EcONOMIC GROWTH WITHIN
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ARAB FORUM FOR SUStAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 2025 IN BEIRUT

Union of Arab Chambers participated in the activities of the
Arab Forum for Sustainable Development 2025, which was held
at the headquarters of the United Nations House "UN-ESCWA"
in Beirut, under the patronage of the President of the Lebanese
Republic, Joseph Aoun, and in the presence of the Secretary-
General of the League of Arab States, Ahmed Aboul Gheit,
and organized by the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in cooperation with
the League of Arab States and United Nations bodies operating
in the region, under the slogan "Restoring Hope, Upholding
Ambition".

A wide range of high-level representatives from Arab
governments, the private sector, civil society, and academia
attended the work of the three-day forum. The discussions aimed
to assess progress in the implementation of the SDGs in the Arab
region, discuss the challenges they face, and propose solutions
to accelerate the implementation of the SDGs, focusing on five
key goals: good health and well-being, gender equality, decent
work and economic growth, life below water, and partnerships
for the goals.

Within the activities of the forum, the economic advisor at the
Union of Arab Chambers and sustainable development expert,
Dr.Najoua Zhar, made an intervention in which she addressed
the importance of promoting decent work as a key pillar for
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achieving inclusive and sustainable economic growth in the Arab
region, with a focus on the challenges facing the region such
as structural and geopolitical challenges, the incompatibility of
educational programs with the requirements of the labor market,
rapid technological development and the difficulty of keeping
pace with it, in addition to the lack of confidence. between
governments and the private sector. She also reviewed the role of
the Union of Arab Chambers in supporting decent work policies,
promoting partnerships between the public and private sectors,
and encouraging innovation and digital transformation to enable
all groups to enter the labor market with fair and sustainable
opportunities.

The participation of the Union of Arab Chambers in this forum
comes within the framework of its efforts to promote sustainable
development in the region, and to contribute to advancing joint
Arab action towards achieving sustainable development goals
by 2030, especially in the field of decent work, which is one
of the most important engines of economic and social growth.
The Arab Forum for Sustainable Development will submit its
main recommendations to the High-Level Political Forum
on Sustainable Development on the contribution of the Arab
region to strengthening global efforts to achieve sustainable
development.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)

N

B |

UNITED NATIONS




